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still more the reverence of every 
Irishman for the most ancient reliques 
of his country, are in some degree 
involved. These remains of other 
times almost any where else, would not 
to this day have r«mained in obscurity. 
It will therefore give satisfaction to 
announce that the work has excited 
a strong interest throughout the unit- 
ed kingdom, particularly in Great 
Britain, where the subscription is re- 
ceiving warm encouragement. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE CULTURE OP POTATOES. 

AS the drill culture of Potatoes has 
for several years past been gaining 
ground in this country, and the Land- 
holders are now generally convinced 
of its superiority over the lazy-bed 
mode, both as to produce and expense, 
I was surprized to see in No. 6, of 
the Magazine, a statement said to be 
taken from Kawson's Survey of Kildare, 
representing the lazy-bed way as most 
profitable. 

I have looked into the extract as 
it is given in the Magazine for Sep- 
tember, and find the statement is fair- 
ly made on one acre in the drill or rather 
bank mode, and one acre in the lazy- 
bed way ; in the first there appears 
a profit of ,£'2\ 1 1, and in the latter 
only £{ 6 8. How the Gentleman 
from Castle-Upton could make such 
a mistake as to imagine that the last 
statement was for eight atres, when 
the author of the work expressly says 
he has given it for one acre only, 
I ant at a loss to conjecture. . Surely 
no person who is acquainted with tile 
expense of planting Potatoes with the 
spade, could think that eight acres 
could be doue in that way, at the 
small expense of £9. 3 4 (very little 
more than five shillings per acre) or 
that the seed used would amount to 
no more than £2 (not five bushels 
to the acre). The only article of ex- 
pense that seems extravagant is the 
dun^ — o'20 loads to an acre is cer- 
tainly a greater quantity than we are 
in the habit of applying in this country, 
but if only one half of the dung was 
to be taken into the statement, it 
would still leave a balance of<£12 7 9 
in favour of the bank culture, a sum 
sufficiently great to induce any farmer 
to give it a fair trial. 
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As to the advice given the Editor 
of rejecting all anonymous communi- 
cations, he will know what value to 
set upon it. If Magazines and such 
other periodical works in this country, 
at least, were to receive nothing but 
what had signatures, I am afraid 
their numbeis would be very scantily 
supplied with materials for the in- 
struction or amusement of the public. 

1 have always thought that the value 
of such communications ought to be 
estimated by the importance of the 
subject and the soundness of the rea- 
soning employed, and not the name 
of the author; 

The Farmer's Magazine, published in 
Edinburgh, is principally composed of 
anonymous pieces, and^yet it is held in 
great estimation, and is judged to have 
materially served the cause of Agri- 
culture; having such a precedent I 
must beg leave to subscribe mvself 
March 1 , 1 809. A Farmer . 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

I LATELY observed a pvoposal, 
made by a Correspondent to one 
of the London Magazines, that all per- 
sons who were acquainted with suc- 
cessful cases of the application of any 
of the popular remedies used througlr 
the country, should make them known 
to the public, with the proper vouchers 
through the medium of some oftheperi- 
odical publications : I also find that 
it has been adopted and acted upon, 
and that several cases of common 
remedies have been already publishes;!. 
Such a plan I think would be equally 
useful her«, and therefore I take the 
liberty of recommending to you, to 
make known your wish to receive 
communications of this nature. i 
would also go farther, and invito 
communications not only of cases in 
winch they have succeeded, but also 
where they hive failed. The adage, 
Felix qoem faciunt aliena pericula cautuli:, 

is no where so applicable as in the cast- 
of experimental medicine, in which 
the failure or success ofa remedy de- 
pends as much on the mode ant 
circumstances of the application as 
its intrinsic qualities. If you accede 
to this hint, I doubt not, but that 
it will be the means of furnishing the 
public with some new and interesting 
8b 



